Wednesday, March 26, 2003
Numbers 13:1 - 15:41

The spies sent in to view God’s promise return, and they sound just like the congregational meetings in some churches. They saw the promised gift from God and ran the other way. Just as we do sometimes, they focused on what they could do to overcome the obstacles rather than focus on what God could do to overcome them. Only Caleb and Joshua (or Hoshea) understand that God is in charge and they are eager to enter the land under His leadership. The rest of the people rebel against Moses and God again and even proclaim that they will choose a new leader and return to Egypt where they will have the food that they want and be safe. They were former slaves who were ready to go back into slavery rather than follow God.

When Joshua and Caleb tried to convince the people to follow God, they were almost stoned. God’s appearance at the tent of meeting probably saved their lives. Was God angry? Yes. Did Moses have to convince Him not to destroy the people? Probably not. God knew long before that day that the people would rebel against Him—perhaps he chose the compassionate Moses because He wanted a man who would plead for this rebellious nation and grow in his own faith and love.

The whole nation was involved in the rebellion. Not one of them, except Caleb and Joshua, would enter the promised land. The first opportunity to take the land had come just a little over one year out of Egypt. Another forty years would pass before they came to this spot again. 


When they realized what they had lost, the people assumed that they could change their minds and take the land even after God had declared that they could not. The Canaanites crushed them. This is a pretty good picture of what sin can do in our own lives. As Christians we strive to avoid sin because of our love for God, but we also realize that even though we are forgiven in Christ, our sin can still bring grief to us and to those around us.  
